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Guaranteed departures  
Small group safari maximum:    8 travellers  
Travel through:  Botswana Trans Kalahari  

Safari length:         14 days            2020  

Kampeerreis Trans Kalahari 
verse)    

DEPARTS:   
JOHANNESBURG on Sunday at 06:30am  

ENDS:  
JOHANNESBURG on Saturday at 17:00pm  

 
Highlights  
* Mabuesehube Game Reserve  
* Khutse Game Reserve - Central Kalahari  
* Central Kalahari Game Reserve  
* Khama Rhino Sanctuary  

SAFARI GRADE: EXPEDITION  
Explore Venture into the heart of the Kalahari and   

some of the largest game reserves in Southern Africa. Khutse and the Central Kalahari Game Reserve  
are typical Kalahari – rolling grasslands, dry river beds and of course plentiful wildlife. We explore the  
more arid areas of the little known Mabuesehube Game Reserve, before moving in the Central Kalahari  
Game Reserve – home of famous black maned Kalahari lions.   

The concept of  this expedition is quite simple; we visit unusual destinations as a  small group of  
travellers. There is one Afrikaya expedition leader who is an experienced guide. He/She knows how to run the  
operations of the tour, how to get through the borders, do the meal planning, keep the vehicle moving etc.  
However these are places that we seldom visit, and as such the expedition leader will not have detailed knowledge of  
every destination. Where bookings are required, we will make bookings in advance, but much of the itinerary will be  
flexible and final route will be at the discretion of the expedition leader and subject to road conditions.  
All participants on this expedition trips must understand this tour requires flexibility and an appreciation of the  
open style of travel. This is not a set tour, it is an exploration. It’s an adventure!  
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EXPEDITION ITINERARY  

Day 1 - 4    MABUASEHUBE TRANSFRONTIER NATIONAL PARK [wild camping Bx3, Lx4, Dx4]   
      (B=breakfast, L=lunch, D=dinner)            
Departing Johannesburg at 06:30am we head to the remote Mabuasehube which is part of the Kalahari Transfrontier  
Park and situated in the east of the park. Mabuasehube covers an area of about 1800 km2. In 1992 the reserve was  
incorporated into the Gemsbok National Park, and in 2000 it was also integrated into the Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park.   

The unforgiving desert terrain is a mixture of typical Kgalagadi tree and shrub savanna with patches of wide open  
grass savanna. This area of the Kalahari Transfrontier Park comprises a series of exceptionally large pans, which are  
the principle focus of the reserve. Campsites dot the various pans, and many are situated on slight promontories,  
giving almost unimpeded vision, thus making for good game viewing right from your camp-side chair.  

Each pan is different. The floor of Mabuasehube pan is bare clay that is rich in salts, and this attracts animals that  
come to lick the surface, deriving essential minerals from it. The floor of Bosobogolo pan is short, shrubby grassland,  
which antelope frequent to graze, accompanied, of course, by predators. During the rainy season (November until  
March) the pans may contain water and this is a welcome blessing for the wildlife.  

All of the major predators can be seen at Mabuasehube, including the Kalahari black-maned lion, cheetah, leopard,  
brown hyena, bat-eared fox, lynx, and silver fox. Small mammals, like the Cape fox, aardwolf and blackfooted cat can  
be seen at the pans in the evening.  

Planned stops:   1 night en route in the area of Kuruman, 3 nights in Mabuasehube portion of the KTFP  
Includes:     Entrance fees for 3 nights in the Kalahari Transfrontier Park, game drives  
Overnight:    Campsite – basic facilities with rustic showers, pit latrines, shade structures  
Distance/time:  880km ± 12 hours + border crossing  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 5 - 7    KHUTSE GAME RESERVE [wild camping BLD]         
Khutse Game Reserve, situated on southern boundary of the Central Kalahari Game Reserve. The first night will be  
spent camping en route depending on progress made during the first day.  

Khutse, meaning “the place where you kneel down to drink” is typical Kalahari landscape – rolling grasslands, dry  
river beds, fossil sand dunes and small water pans. Khutse has plentiful wildlife, with the desert adapted species in  
abundance. These include springbok, gemsbok (oryx), giraffe, wildebeest, hartebeest & kudu. These antelope are of  
course preyed upon by the large lion population, leopard and cheetah.   

We have 3 nights in Khutse to explore this out of the way game reserve on morning and afternoon game drives. We  
will camp wild in unfenced campsites where these is a very good chance of being visited by some of the nocturnal  
animals. We visit after the summer rains when the wildlife viewing is at its best as animals move into the area to take  
advantage of the lush sweet grasses that dominate the landscape.   

Planned stops:   1 night en route in area of Kang and 2 nights inside Khutse Game Reserve (Mahurushele  
campsite in the northern area of Khutse)   

Includes:     Entrance fees for 2 nights in Khutse Game Reserve, game drives  
Overnight:    Wild camping – basic facilities with bucket shower  
Distance/time:  500km ± 9.5hours   
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Day 8 - 13    CENTRAL KALAHARI GAME RESERVE [wild camping BLD]     
The name ‘Kalahari” conjures up images of wide open grassy plans, dry river beds, hardy wildlife and of course the  
famed black-maned Kalahari Lions. You will not be disappointed! The Central Kalahari Game Reserve (CKGR) is the  

largest, most remotely situated reserve in Southern Africa, and the second largest wildlife reserve in the world,  

encompassing 52 800 sq kms. Nothing prepares you for the immensity of this reserve or its wild, mysterious beauty.  
There is an impression of unending space, and having the entire reserve to yourself.   

This is why we go to the CKGR - to get away from everything. We visit the CKGR after the summer rains when the  
wildlife viewing is at its best as animals move into the area to take advantage of the lush sweet grasses that dominate  
the landscape.   

We journey through the Kalahari from south to north over a 4 day period camping wild en-route and staying in areas  
where the game viewing is best. The roads are sandy and heavy going, so be prepared for some long travelling days,  
but this is more than worthwhile because of the amazing environment that you are travelling through.   

Planned stops:   1 nights in western CKGR (Xade campsite or similar), 4 nights in northern CKGR (2 nights  
Phokoje campsite or  similar,  2  nights Deception Valley or  similar),  1  night Khama Rhino  
Sanctuary   

Includes:     Entrance fees for 5 nights in Central Kalahari Game Reserve, game drives  
Overnight:    Wild camping x5 – basic facilities with bucket shower  
Distance/time:  380km ± 16 hours  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 14    JOHANNESBURG –TOUR ENDS [- Bx1 - -]            
Tour ends in Johannesburg at the airport at 17:00 on day 14.  

Planned stops:   drive from Khama to Johannesburg airport where tour ends  
Includes:    -  
Overnight:    -  
Distance/time:  650km ±7 hours

 
Please note: The distance and travel times quoted above are an estimate only, and subject to local road conditions  
and photo stops!  
 
Special Interest: Namibia has a rich ancient rock art heritage. Our local guide in the Brandberg Tsiseb conservancy  
lands, will lead us on a walk to view the White Lady rock painting. It is usually assumed that the painting shows a 
ritual dance, and that the “White Lady” is actually a medicine man.  
 
 
Sustainable Tourism: In the Ugab wilderness region we camp at the White Lady Lodge campsite.   
A partnership was siigned in 2003 and the community benefit through employment and a percentage of the income of 
the lodge. There are also other spin-offs such as the sale of fire wood to the lodge.  
 
 
 
 



 2020 PRICES AND DEPARTURE DATES:  

- € 2990 pps (valid for 2020) 
-  € 85 pp single supplement 

 Departs:  LIVINGSTONE / VIC FALLS 
 Ends:  WINDHOEK    
BT  05-Apr-20  18-Apr-20       
BT  06-Sep-20  19-Sep-20           

 


